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WASHINGTON |
The United States could lessen the mine risk in the Persian Gulf by simply
ignaring the narrow shipping channel Iran ciadims qulf traffic must use to stav
_safe, a tormer CIA director said today. DI R

Stansfield Turner, head of the intelligence agency in the Carter
administration, wrote in the opinion pages of Tuesday's New York Times if Iran
then challenged the U.S5. right to internatianal waters, it could threaten to
~ming Iran's harbors and cut off the oil exports that prop up Iran's wartime
gcanamy .

The re-flagged supertanker Bridgeton, under escort from U.S. warships, struck
a mine July 24 while using a narrow 2-mile path in a 40-mile-wide deep water
channel, an area Iran has declaredcinternational shipping can use to avoid
attack.

The United States is rushing mine-sweeping assets to the gulf, but Turner
argued 1t is not necessary. The area could be swept, he said, but '‘the aother
technigue is simply to avold the mines by steering ships clear of them. ... It
would be almost imposstble for Iran ta mine all of the waters in the area where
the Bridgeton was hit and, besides, doing so would impede Iran's own tankers.''

The risk af hitting a mine would be far less if convays zig-zagged acraoss the
larger channel, he said.

''So why aren't the re-flagged tankers using the whole gulf? It is because
the Ayatallah Ruhollah Khomeini has restricted international shipping to a
narrow zone. At the point the Bridgeton was hit, the convoy had been within that
Z-mile slice of the 40-mile-wide channel. Na wander the Iranians khew so
certainly where to plant the mines.'!'

''The key guestian is: Why are we respecting Iran's restrictians'' an
shipping areas? wrate Turner.

‘'Violating these restrictions and avoiding the mines is aur best recourse.
It is unfair ta send men and ships cantinually toward the mine risks within the
narrow channels. If Iran is going to take us on, at least it should da so
gpenly,'' he said.

He said to reduce the chance of armed conflict the United States should tell
fran of the cansequences of challening U.S. access to international waters.

''The way to prove we mean business is to bring to the gulf large numbers of
the very weapons Iran is using against us: mines. Then, if Iran persists agn
interfering with the ships we are protecting, we should mine Iran's harbors. The
Navy cauld easily lay enough mines ta cut off sea commerce between Iran and the
outside world, thereby cutting off all Iranian oil exports, its principal source
of fareign exchange,'' Turner wrote.

Turner said the United States ''cannot afford to be pushed gut of the Persian
Gulf as we were pushed out of Beirut. Better that we not give the avatollah any
such hope by continuing supinely to obey his illegal dictate about where we can
sall gur ships. There really is no choice aother than to avaoid the mines by using
the zaone in which Iran has tried to exclude us and to be prepared for what the
consequences might be.'!
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for host

By Don Kirk
USA TODAY

U.N. Secretary-General Ja-
vier Perez de Cuellar today an-
nounces the date of a truce in
the eight-year-old war between
[ran and Iraq.

Perez de Cuellar, emerging
from an hour with the Security
Council, said Sunday the two
nations had “agreed with a
cease-fire followed by direct
talks under my auspices.”

He did not say when the
truce would take effect —
though he earlier indicated it
could begin in 10 days.

“We are on the road to
peace,” said Irag’s UN. Am-
bassador Ismat Kittani.

A truce could promote:

» Freedom for the 16 hos-
tages now held in Beirut —
nine of them U.S, citizens.

Former CIA director Stans-

field Turner sees “the makin

of a deal that s acceptable.”
Turner suggested that the
United States %es ite 1ts deni-
Is, should bargain for release

a
of the hostages. The US, card:

32 billion in Iranian assets fro-
zen by the United States.

» Reduction of the U.S,
Navy force in the Persian Guif.

If a ceasefire took effect,
the United States would proba-
bly pull out its extra ships, sent
to the Persian Gulf more than
a year ago to escort Kuwaiti
tankers flying U.S. flags.

“The Navy has been looking
for an excuse to downsize its
force,” said Brian McCartan of
the Center for Defense Infor-
mation. He predicted the Navy
would keep six ships in the gulf
— down from today’s 16,

P Improvement in US.-Ira-
nian relations,

A cease-fire “removes one of
the obstacles” to talks with
Iran, said Gary Sick, ex-Nation-
al Security Council staffer who
helped engineer the January
1981 release of 52 hostages
held in Iran for 444 days.

He warneq, however, of “tre-
Mmendous sensitivity in the
Umtt?d States abouyt being seen
dealing with hostage-takers
and the like,”

Iran Is believed tg hold.
Mmajor influence over Hezbal.
lah, captors of ning 1.8, hog:

held in Lebanon.
. But it isn’t certain that the
\mpact of the Iran-raq way
trug:e will reach far enough
to improve the hestages’
chances of release;

“1 wouldn't say the Irani
ans decided eack capaea

. : hie
held in the Iranian Embassy.
Others were in a Hezbollah
barracks 52 miles: northeast.
of Beirut and {n 5 southern:
Beirut hideout; said the:
WWAIDLW

SOME of ‘these hostass

leased; they will do.
“Iran an% Iraq Iﬁgﬁe ‘been
fighting since September 1980.
Some reasons for the war —
and its implications:

What caused the war?

Iraq — ruled by Sunni Mos-
lems — attacked Iran first.
Iraq was responding to Iran’s
efforts at spreading its militant
Shiite Moslem faith. Iran coun-
tered, capturing significant
parts of Iraqi territory.

- Who's winning the war now?

Iraq this year has recap-
tured most of the territory tak-
en by Iran, draining Iran’s lim-
ited military resources and
stirring divisions within Iran.
Which country is bigger? -

Iraq has only 16 million peo-
pleinan area of 172,476 square
miles compared with Iran's 50

ages

million people in 636,363.
Why Is Iraq stronger?

Iraq receives a steady sup-
ply of arms from the Soviet
Union and also buys French

‘and other weapons. Iran,

equipped with U.S. weapons
supplied while the shah was in
power, is running out of spare
parts and new equipment.

What are total casuaities?

A million people have died
on both sides; neither country
releases statistics on injuries.
The aconomic impact?

Both Iran and Iraq have suf-
fered blows to their oil facili-
ties — and to ships carrying
both crude oil and petroleum
products elsewhere.

Will olf output go up now?

Probably not. Iraq is export-
ing the quota set by OPEC
through pipelines via Jordan
and Turkey. Iran still exports
most of its oil by sea. Neither
wants to increase output into
glutted world markets,

What about the Persian Guif?

Ships should be free to goup
and down the gulf unhampered
by Iragqi or Iranian attack. For-
eign — notably US. — war-
ships would be able to scale
back their missions,

~ Don Kirk
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Director Says Here

By Jo Mannigs - N
Of the Post-Dispatch Stalt

Former (IA director Stansfisld
Tomer says e Uriled Slates must
Bt prepared 10_dCsino Tran's air
force an s cubes 1 n 8l-
tacks (be re uwi:ti ships

ing esconted ay ricap warships

1hough the Fersian Guil.

“tf one of thase ships gets bit it's 8
crisis,” Turner <aid ia & speech
Thursday before the . Lowis Reglon:
al Commerce & Growth Association
at the Clacion Hote).

“we will have to attack — aod al-
tack hard.”

The Ucited States has no choice but
to tespond wnth Jorce hecause “1
den’t ik we cao accept 3 ioird hu-
mitiatien af Ihe leel of Khomewi," be
said, referring to Ayatoliah Ruholah
Ehxomelni, [ran's leader,

The (Urw humiliation, Turner said,
was the holding from 1979 lo 1381 of
52 American hostages for 444 days;
ihe second was 1he nndercover fale
of @rms to lran last year in a Culile
atfempt to free American Bostiges
beld m Lebanon

Tarner conocded tr the B50-roem-

‘ber audiepce ot fach 8 barsy mid-

ary respoose by the United Siates
might spark 8 new roond of terrorist
8Cts SpAin Americans,

Ao Americas attack on lran aka
might invite interveation by the Sov-
iet Unson, which has a pact wita lran,
he said.

“The stakes are high Ip this effurt
in the Persiaa Gult that started yes-
tecdny (Wednesday),” Turper ‘wid.
The world #8 watehiog whethec “{ran
will try (o koock the chip ol( the
shoulder of the Usited States.”

Tyrner said he personally dis-
agreed with President Rofald Rea-
gan's decisian 1o {ly American fiags
an the Xuwaiti saips. But be supports
the effocts to proiect shipping o the

See TURNER, Page 14

Hg.

U.S. Must Retaliate If Iran Attacks, Ex-CIA
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Persian Guit, " There 1§ a dijfsrance.”

He said any dizagreemeat wis now
immaterial because "we must $up-
port the prestdent.”

The Mfln administration’s sale
of arms to [ran “edded (o a series of
mistakes made by the Carter admin:
wtration” in {ts ¢enlings Alth [ran, he
wid. A setired admiral, Turner head-
¢4 the Central Inteliigenca Agency
under former President Jimmy

Carter.

Hes sald offlclaly were naaxlve 0
think (he arms scheme wouid seclite
the Rostages’ reieade. And he sale —
at & time when we were Lelling our
alifes not (o do so — made the Untted
States appesr to be deliberately dee
ceptive, na sald.

But Turner paid he understoed
Reagar's !rustration and “senge of
numanity” that led to the unsuccem-
tul undarcover dealings.

Turner contended that thuse same
fealings were behind Carter's elfors
to {ree the 32 hosinges. Turner gave s
detsiied account of the behind«the
scenes planning for the covert milie
tary attempt 2o free the hostages on
April 24, 1980. In that failed attempt.
eight tervicemen were killed in &
crash of a U.§. helicoprer aad a C-130
transport plane. The crash oceurred
during an evacuation In tha Iranian
desert — after the mission had heen
canceled,

Turner endorsed some uadercover
sctivities by the CIA. Bul ite said that
nis successor ot the C1A, the late Wil-
liam J. Casey, aad othar members of
Reagan's administration appeared (o
nave used covert acriviies to akirt
thl“ll' and keep Congress in the
dars.
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numld Turner
“WE will have to aftack'

He said it was improper for the
administration to use covert activitles
16 aid the Nicaraguan redels, Xnown
as Contras, in thelr drive tg qver
theow (he Nicaraguaa governmedt at
2 time when Congress was blocking

aid.

“I¢ (hera {s not a cotsensus on &
foreign palicy move, it {8 cot wise for
the president to do covertly what he
could not sudliciy,” Turner said.
“The public should think a lot about
this philosophy of government that
we have heard" dufing the congres:

ions! hearings on the Iran-Contra
scandal,

Turter cantenced that the (eslimo
ny of Rear Adm. Joht M. PFuindexter,
former nations! sesurity adviear and
of Paindexter's key a‘de, Li. Colonel
Oliver L. North, revealed that the ad.
minstiation favored a government
where many key deaiings were con-
ducied in secret and whare iving 0
Congress was accepiable,

“1 da not Heiteve that afficials of
QUr gOVerAMENt — nr your ¢nrporu-
tlons = ¢an ¢ t cach other” and
operaie effsctivaly, Turaer sald.

In an interview ialer, Turner dis
missad the conteation of some offt-
c1as in Reagea's agminisiration that
trey avelded telling Congirss about
some covert activities bacause the of:
ficiuls fexred leaks that could come
promise the undercover opecations.

“Never did we nave & leak from
Congress efter » driefing.” Turner
said, "Most of my problems with
ieaKs were fram Wwithin the White
House."”

Secret activities fnust be known (o
Congress, he sald, “otherwise you
nave unchecked executive power.”

He siso biasted North ‘or his testi-
mohy advocaung otal loyalty to sy
pervisory, “You only carsy out orders
of 1 president whose actions you
mmk are legal or ethical,' Turner
54

Turner pralsed the new CIA direc:
‘M_ﬂ\_ﬂ‘___eil__'lﬁﬁ_-
_ster, as “a man of tremendous inleg:

ster, as "a ma tremendous |
restore confidence in the fey. but
Torner added ial ke [eared Cof:
grem would respond to the [ranCon-
{ra scandal by passing new lews that
tighten (he roose afound the CIA
more than they should.”

/6

/v/?/

13

L



